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Study Also Shows That Smaller, Italicized Headlines Cause Impotence 


WASHINGTON, DC—In a surprising 
press release Wednesday, the National 
Institute of Health revealed the results 
of a 5-year study linking large headlines 
and deadly cancer. 

“For a while we thought that it was 
only headlines from USA Today that 
cause cancer,” said Dr. David Clarke, 
director of new research at the NIH, 
“but when we expanded our research into 
more reputable newspapers such as the 
Boise Post-Courier and the children’s 
place-mats at Big Boy, we found similar 
results.” 

While the study may come as a shock 
to the 10 million Americans who read 
daily newspapers—not to mention the 30 
million who buy them just to look “in¬ 
telligent”—experts at major medical re¬ 
search centers advise the general public 
that altering their periodical reading 
habits or switching to a lower-headline 
brand of newspaper will not necessarily 
reduce the risk of cancer. 


“After all,” explains Dr. Clarke, “a 
number of current studies show a similar, 
sometimes even higher, correlation of 
cancer rates with narrow columns, small 
fonts, and stories that continue on page 
six.” 

Clarke cited a study at the University 
of Washington demonstrates a correla¬ 
tion between cancer and ‘Beetle Bailey’ 
comic strips. “There are a lot of risks out 
there that we just can’t explain,” he said. 
“Besides, if you’ve already been reading 
headlines for up to 10 years, there’s no 
real point to quitting—you’re probably 
going to die anyway. I’d give you two 
months.” 

Major newspaper publishers around 
the country have met the revelation of 
these discoveries with aggressive 
skepticism. Miles Borowitz, a spokesman 
for the New York Times Company, 

See CANCER 
page 6 


A local scientist tests issues of the E3W. 



Asians Create Own End of Year Holiday 

'Grundel' Debuts as a time of Giving and Family, Street Fighter II 



Jason Ching and friends celebrate the 
creation of Grundel. 


In an effort to integrate into Western cul¬ 
ture, the University of Michigan’s Asian 
American Association (UMAAA) gave 
final approval yesterday to “Grundel,” 
a new year-end Asian American holiday 
slated for December 27 th . 

Asians have felt left out of the holi¬ 
day season for decades. “Everyone has 
some type of Christmasy holiday except 
we Asians,” said Jason Ching, president 
of UMAAA. “I mean come on, Christians 
have Christmas, Jews have ‘long Christ¬ 
mas with sensible gifts’ (Chanukah), the 
African students have ‘Christmas with 
a red, green and black motif’ (Kwanzaa), 
Muslims have ‘30 days of giftless 
Christmas with fasting’ (Ramadan), and 
Indian students have ‘Christmas in 
October with firecrackers’ (Diwali). Even 
wacked out zombies have Voodoo Murder 
Day—it’s time for Asians to get in on this.” 

In an effort to fill this void, a delegation 


representing the many different Asian 
subgroups on campus created Grundel, the 
holiday of holidays for Asian students. In 
order to please all of the different cultures, 


however, the UMAAA had to choose 
the broadest of themes and the most rac¬ 
ist of Asian stereotypes. 

“Grundel represents a time of re¬ 
flection, giving, and playing lots of 
pool and smoking,” said LS&A junior 
Julie Shen, the organizer of the first 
Grundel events. “The occasion is 
marked by an exchange of presents, a 
period of intense violin practice, then a 
session of low impact martial arts.” 

Some in the Asian community have 
questioned the stereotypical nature 
of Grundel, but others feel that rein¬ 
forcing stereotypes is a cost worth in¬ 
curring for the benefits of the season. 

“I wasn’t sure if I was comfortable 
watching a Chow Yun-Fat movie or 
studying for a standardized test every 
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God Enjoys Chuckle at 

Armageddon Scheduled for December 26th 

HEAVEN—God could not help but laugh today as He 
watched humanity bustle about His Heavenly Kingdom 
in complete ignorance of the fast-approaching final battle 
that will end the world, Armageddon. While many 
Christians were eagerly anticipating Armageddon 
last year, preparations as the 
real millennium approaches 
have been minimal. 

“I can’t believe these 
people are so dense,” God 
said. “I mean, Jesus, I’ve 
practically given them ev¬ 
ery signal that it’s coming. 

There’s been global 
warming, the AIDS epi¬ 
demic, even Hillary 
Clinton in the Senate.” 

Jesus, seated at his 
Father’s right hand, nodded 
sagely when referenced. 

“Dad’s really gotten a kick out of the whole mix-up,” 
Jesus said. “I mean, I’m not 2000 yet, but everyone forgets 
that. I won’t be until the twenty-fifth this month. He’s not 
going to do it when I’m only 1999. That just wouldn’t 
make sense.” 


Millennium Mix-Up 


Indeed, during all the commotion about the Y2K bug 
and the nice evenness of the number 2000, it seems that 
many religious groups simply forgot about the true nature 
of the millennium. 

“I’m really embarrassed about this whole thing,” the 

Diag Preacher said. “In all my 
lust to see Catholics and Mor¬ 
mons burn, I forgot about the 
real matter at hand: making 
sure everyone burns on the 
real millennium.” 

“Shit, I showed up too late, 
didn’t I?” Scott, also on the 
Diag, chimed in. 

The loss of the worldwide 
religions has become Satan’s 
gain. With the world dis¬ 
tracted by after-Thanksgiv¬ 
ing-sales and WWF wres¬ 
tling and not heeding shrill, 
effeminate declarations of the world’s impending doom, 
the righteous soul is becoming increasingly difficult to find. 
“Overall, I’m getting the better end,” said Satan from 

See GOD 
page 6 



Ford Thinks Big Picture, Invests $2.3 Billion in "Buzzword Technology" 


DETROIT—Ford Motor Company, still reeling from the 
Firestone tire recall, announced yesterday that it plans to 
invest $2.3 billion towards utilizing and leveraging new 
buzzwords. The number two automaker hopes to enhance 
its battered reputation by creating catchy, incomprehen¬ 
sible phrases. 

“Actually making changes to our vehicles so that they 
won’t kill people is hard,” said Mike Anderson, “Minister 
of Informatics” at Ford. “Reengineering our buzzwords is 
both a new paradigm and fun for the kids on Bring Your 
Children To Work Day.” 

Anderson then made more noises with his larynx that 
suggested he was attempting to communicate with the 
people around him. 

“Ford is being proactive and trying to think out of the 
box, away from component-based old thinking,” ex¬ 
pounded Anderson while waving his hands aimlessly to 
accompany his vague, meaningless gibberish. “Instead we 
are focusing on empowering our workforce with power¬ 
ful new media, synergized with scalable technologies. This 
will boost our web presence and E-Nable us to reach our 
goal of a paperless office outlined by our six-sigma strat¬ 
egies. This is the dawn of a new era for Ford.” 

The plan, printed in a leather-bound seven-volume en¬ 
cyclopedia, outlines the process of the rapid prototyping 
of scenario-driven deployment. In an attempt to be best in 
class, Ford is trying to remove the bells and whistles from 
their often long-winded list of meaningless phrases that 
stand for something, but describe no means of creating 
that action. Due to their commitment to quality, Ford is 
playing the role of the enabler and breaking the old rules 
that were once etched in stone. 

Anderson feels the expenditures will help expedite cost 
reduction and fire control in the event of another major 
media incident. “The [Firestone] ordeal was a major san¬ 
ity check for us all,” he said. “But now, in the event of 



At a meeting yesterday. Ford CEO Jac Nasser 
presents the Buzzword Technology Plan. 


other inevitable Ford-related deaths, we’ve developed a 
systematized conceptual contingency which should answer 
any backlash. We’ve finally got ticks in all the right boxes. 
Balanced incremental fault protection is something con¬ 
sumers can count on from Ford.” 

See FORD 
page 6 


- National News 

in XH News 

Explosion at Marshmallow Factory 
Injures None 

MADISON, WISCONSIN—Tragedy was narrowly 
averted yesterday when a boiler ventilation failure caused 
an explosion at a Poof Pals Marshmallows plant in down¬ 
town Madison. The explosion caused no injuries, though 
everyone in a three-block radius was killed by a suffocat¬ 
ing blanket of sugary mallow that subsequently erupted 
from the factory. 

The death toll from the incident has been estimated at 
5,000 persons, plus an undetermined number of squirrels 
and stray cats. “We’re overjoyed that nobody was hurt,” 
stated a spokesperson from company headquarters. “Here 
at Poof Pals, our loyal workers prefer death to months of 
freeloading on workers’ compensation due to work-related 
injuries. We know that their spouses will understand the 
sacrifice that they made for the good of the corporation. 
As for the children—well, I really wish it hadn’t been 
Bring Your Kids to Work Day.” The spokesperson had no 
comment on bystanders who died because they were near 
the factory at the time. 

“There’s one thing we can be assured of—they died 
quietly,” said a police official in an attempt to console 
families of the victims. “After all, the marshmallow would 
have muffled the screams of agony as they slowly asphyxi¬ 
ated over a four to five minute period.” 
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Alcohol-Abuse Awareness Raised for 
Three Weeks After Death 

The recent alcohol-poisoning death of Byung Soo Kim, 
an Engineering sophomore, has raised awareness of the 
binge-drinking problem gripping the University for a 
record three weeks following the incident. Care and pre¬ 
caution is scheduled for a further two weeks before stu¬ 
dents return to drinking everything from Nyquil to Draino 
with reckless abandon. 

“I am very proud of the prudent behavior of Michigan 
students over the past three weeks,” said University Re¬ 
gent Nikhil Sudame. According to DPS, only 18 students 
were taken to the university hospital last weekend for al¬ 
cohol-related complications, compared to the typical 19. 

Wright Adams, an LS&A freshman, said that the tragic 
death had a deep impact on him. “After hearing that you 
can die from drinking liquor, I’ve totally sworn off it,” he 
said. “Anyway, you can’t go wrong with heroin.” 

It is estimated that as many as three students curtailed 
their drinking behavior last weekend. “This type of reac¬ 
tionary behavior is a perfect example of the University’s 
visionary outlook,” claimed Sudame. “I can only hope that 
another student dies in the near future so that we can ex¬ 
perience this type of awareness once again.” 

Drinking Age Lowered To Prevent 
Alcohol-Related Birthday Deaths 

Engineering sophomore Byung Soo Kim’s recent death has 
not only spurred temporarily increased alcohol awareness, it 
has also generated legislative action. The state legislature 
has recently approved a dramatic measure that lowers the 
drinking age to 10 in an effort to prevent similar birthday- 
related deaths. 

State Senator David Byrd (D—Romeo), who sponsored 
the legislation, claims that the measure will save dozens of 
lives. “Drinking 21 shots is a highly dangerous activity, es¬ 
pecially for young adults,” he said. “Celebrating with only 
10 shots will prevent deaths at college campuses across the 
country.” 

Some cynics have claimed that the drop in college alco¬ 
hol deaths will be met by an equal or greater increase in el¬ 
ementary-school alcohol deaths, but Byrd disagrees. “Ten 
shots, while excessive, are far less likely to kill a 21-year-old 
college student than... um,” he said. “Oh, shit, I guess I sort 
of forgot about that ten-year-olds-drinking part. My bad.” 

The new, safer drinking age has set off wild celebrations 
in doims across campus, including an all-night drunken party 
at Martha Cook that resulted in the total destruction of the 
building. The normally calm members of the dorm often re¬ 
ferred to as the “Virgin Vault” reportedly invited a man within 
their midst, and things went downhill from there. 

LS&A freshman Wendy Rogers was there. “I saw this 
extremely large woman with tiny breasts and short hair,” she 
said. “She had with her some sort of bottle in a paper bag.” 

Rogers woke up in the Law Quad the next morning, be¬ 
wildered, and when she attempted to locate her dorm again, 
all she found were a few empty bottles and a note which 
read, “Your[sic] a looser[sic], Rogers.” Attempts to find the 
dorm or any other who lived in it have proven fruitless. 

Rampant destruction also consumed East Quad, which 
burned to the ground in a cloud of suspiciously sweet-smell¬ 
ing smoke, and Bursley, where an approved poster was ripped 
off a bulletin board. 
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Study Shows Roommate Friendships Based on Convenience, Possessions 


Most freshmen worry about getting along with their new 
roommate, but a newly released University of Michigan study 
shows that dorm roommates are often friends, despite the 
many differences between them. These dorm friendships, 
while real, are usually based on the fact that alienating one’s 
roommate will result in loss of N64 privileges and, in ex¬ 
treme cases, the roommate burning all of one’s stuff in a 
pagan ritual. 

Kyle Dunbar and Michael Weiler, two freshmen living in 
East Quad, attended the press 
conference that announced 
the study as a prime example 
of this phenomenon. 

Dunbar said that, while he 
has nothing against Weiler, he 
is “just a little, you know... 
eh.” However, when Dunbar 
first moved into his room 
three months ago, he noticed 
that Weiler brought his own 
large-screen TV, portable re¬ 
frigerator and extensive DVD 
collection. “He’s got some 
cool stuff, so I had to be nice,” 
he said. 

The only interests shared by the two roommates are the 
opposite sex and alcohol, and even those common threads 
are weak. “He always talks about going to some ‘crazy par¬ 
ties’ and getting drank,” said Dunbar, “but when I came home 
to pick up my coat last Saturday night, he was playing some 
stupid computer game with his friends.” 

Also, while Weiler’s extensive pornography collection 
would normally be a welcome addition to any freshman’s 
possessions, its presence has resulted in a seemingly endless 
cycle of masturbation in their room. 

“It’s like, I leave the room for five minutes to do my laun¬ 
dry,” said Dunbar, “and when I come back the door is locked. 
Then I knock for five minutes or so and when it’s safe to 
come in, of course there’s some tentacle-monster anime pom 
on the TV. Dammit.” 

Dunbar’s mounting frustration, however, is not enough 


for him to cease pretending to be Weiler’s friend. “I think 
he’d probably erase my ‘Zelda’ savegame,” said Dunbar. “But 
I do wish I was with someone that is the slightest bit normal. 
Why does a cool guy l ik e me get stuck with a, well, him?” 

University of Michigan housing authorities contend that 
such “Odd Couple” pairings are done on purpose, intended 
to prevent possibly dangerous situations. “Last year two in¬ 
trovert freshmen died of starvation in their dorm room,” said 
Sandra Robbins, a spokeswoman for RHA. “Forensic reports 

revealed that in their final days 
the two freshmen became so 
preoccupied showing each 
other their electronic equip¬ 
ment and fabricating stories 
about previous sexual encoun¬ 
ters that they forgot to go to 
any meals.” 

Studies have shown that 
when one of these individu¬ 
als is paired with a student 
more conscious of the “real 
world,” the chance of missing 
showers and meals becomes 
significantly lower. 

When contacted for com¬ 
ment, Weiler claimed that he and Dunbar were on their way 
to the liquor store to pick up some alcohol. “We haven’t de¬ 
cided between Absolut, Smirnoff, Captain Morgan, and 
Bacardi, though,” he said, desperately trying to look cool. 

Weiler then proceeded to list the percentage alcohol con¬ 
tent in the various brands and took the opportunity to show 
reporters the awesome fake ID this cool-ass guy in Detroit 
made for him. “Kyle introduced me to this guy and he made 
this k-rad ID,” he said. “We’re best buddies.” 

That sort of enthusiasm makes the RHA feel that they’re 
doing the right thing. 

“We are excited to see this pseudo-friendship going so 
well,” said Robbins. “We hope the two freshmen will serve 
as a positive example for all new students and that Dunbar 
can refrain from kicking Weiler’s ass until at least Febru¬ 
ary.” 



Kyle Dunbar and MichaelWeiler in East Quad. 


U-M Men's Studies Dept. Researches Beer-Belching Techniques 


The University of Michigan men’s studies department, 
formed only three months ago, announced the results its 
first research projects yesterday. The most notable of these 
is the pursuit of the perfect beer belch, and after approxi¬ 
mately two months and 400 six-packs the researchers re¬ 
leased their preliminary findings earlier this week while 
celebrating at “Hooter’s.” 

“So far, we have determined that the ideal belch is re¬ 
ally, really loud, and can only be produced after consum¬ 
ing no fewer than five beers,” said John Hirsch, coordina¬ 
tor of the drinking team. Between gulps, he noted that, “It 
works even better if the beer is chugged.” 

Asked why this research is so vital to the men’s studies 
department, Hirsch replied, “Chicks dig it,” just prior to 
being distracted by the bustline of an oncoming waitress. 

Other projects currently underway in the men’s studies 
department include work on the next generation of super 
remote controls as well as both surreptitious female ob¬ 
servation techniques and first aid for men caught surrepti¬ 
tiously observing females. 

“We believe that the results of these projects will shed 
light on the true nature of men in their natural habitats and 
help us to improve their quality of life,” said Hirsch after 
carefully checking to see if anyone saw him drooling as 


the waitress passed. 

The team also plans on using its research to provide 
services to men who have been victims of gender bias. 
“Eventually, we hope to expand our power so that we can 
offer help to oppressed men with have limited access to 
pornography by providing them with computers or inflat¬ 
able dolls,” said project member Mike Addy. “It is abso¬ 
lutely imperative that the oppression of men stops now 
and that the population at large starts to recognize that 
they have only the most basic of needs: beer, satellite TV, 
and gratuitous footage of scantily-clad members of the 
opposite sex—many of which are being denied even in 
this day and age.” 

Students in the program also see a higher goal than just 
belch testing and beer chugging. “We’re out to prove that 
all those stereotypes you’ve heard about men aren’t true,” 
said Mark Smith, a student in the program. “Being a man 
today is all about empowerment. We don’t have to sit by 
and do ‘men’s work’ any more. We’ve got real jobs, real 
beer, and—hottie at two o’clock!” 

Smith later said that he was actually in the program to 
prove that he, too, could be a sensitive guy. “After all, 
that’s what all the girls go for,” he said. “That, and a guy 
who can belch really loud.” 
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Letters to the Editor 

The following are letters that we have actually received from real 
people. They are not made up. Quit asking us. They aren’t made 
up. Two things in the E3W are real apart from those that are 
clearly labeled as real—the letters and the disclaimer box. People 
whose letters are published, please pick up your free E3W bumper 
sticker at the UAC office (4th Floor Michigan Union), just ask 
Mary in our office for one. 

Subject: Volume 2, Issue 3 

Date: Thu, 9 Nov 2000 19:26:02 -0800 

From: "Carl Miller" <cnm@umich.edu> 

To: <threeweeks@umich.edu> 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I’m writing this letter on behalf of the Lambda Chapter of Beta 
Theta Pi. Please be informed that we are currently in consultation 
with our lawyer and Alumni Board regarding your libelous article 
“Roman Legion Invades Greek Societies.” Please forward me 
the address and phone number of your legal representative(s) so 
that our lawyer may contact them, should we decide to legally 
pursue the matter. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Silly legal threats aside, it is normal policy at E3W to use real 
organizations when talking about relatively innocuous things, but 
to use fictionalized organizations when making jokes that could 
seriously piss people off. We neglected to do this in this case sim¬ 
ply because we editors had no idea that Beta Theta Pi is a real 
frat. 

I know you ’re thinking that this sort of utter ignorance is im¬ 
possible, but try to keep in mind that we ’re engineers. So, Beta 
Theta Pi, we’d like to say, “Our bad. ” We didn’t mean to imply 
that your members were any more likely to be rapists than the 
average man. 

We’ll refrain from saying what we think of the whole situa¬ 
tion, but we 're guessing that the reading between the lines here is 
not hard. 

-Ed. 


Subject: gay dude on back of last issue 
Date: Fri, 10 Nov 2000 17:48:09 -0500 (EST) 
From: Mike Phillips <mhphilli@engin.umich.edu> 
To: threeweeks.letters@umich.edu 

Did you happen to look at the ad for Hamlet on the back of your 
last issue. While that guy probably is gay, does he have to look so 
gay? I understand that you are most likely funded by MSA and 
you might have to make some extra money on the side by 
advertising, but come on. Also, look at the girl in the middle. I 
don't remember any midgets being in Hamlet, she’s so short. If 
you don't cut this crap out I will continue to complain to myself. 
Also, why don't you see what you can do about getting pictures 
of naked chicks in your next issue. 

While there might be a connection between homosexuality and 
the theatrical arts, we don’t know why the guy in the Hamlet poster 
is so hypothetically gay looking. However, we do have it on good 
authority from the Rude Mechanicals that he is, in fact, not gay. 
So all you ladies reading the paper (snicker) should run out and 
snag yourself a Hamlet, yeah! 

As for the midget, haven’t you ever seen Hamlet? The twelve- 
midget chorus is an integral part of the show. It murders Hamlet’s 
father and marries his mother, after all. Philistine. 

BTW, Please feel free to complain to yourself. 

-Ed. 


Subject: France 

Date: Sat, 11 Nov 2000 23:34:43 -0800 

From: "Matt Micks" <micks@flash.net> 

To: cthreeweeks.lettersSumich.edu> 

Eh? Qu'est-ce c'est? Francaise reddition? Jamais! Vive la 
resistance! Vive la France! France would never surrender to that 
silly Bill Clinton. Who do you think we are? Silly English types? 
We're French, why do you think we have this outrageous accent? I 
fart in your general direction! I wave my genitals at your elders! 
Now go away or I shall taunt you a second time! 

Micks; from France 

PS. Je voudrais un bumber sticker! 

Merci beaucouppour votre reponse. On espere que tout va bien en 
France. Soit on imprime votre lettre, soit non, vous pouvez chercher 
un bumper sticker au bureau de UAC—vous etes officiellement sur 
la liste! 

Merci d'avoir lu. 

-Ed. 


Okay, I (the editor without frenchy-canadiany girlfriend) ran this 
through babelfish (a web language translator thing at 
babel.altavista.com) and got this: 

Thank you very much for your answer. One espere 
that all goes well to France. Either one prints 
your letter, or not, you can seek a bumper 
sticker at the office of UAC -- you etes 
officially on the list! Thank you to have read. 
Ah, babelfish, you incoherent bastard. 

-Ed. (part 2) 

Subject: Politics in the world today... 

Date: Thu, 09 Nov 2000 19:43:13 -0500 
From: Adam Saltsman <asaltsma@umich.edu> 

To: threeweeks@umich.edu 

Dear E3W, 

I sat down on Tuesday and deliberately read your paper front to 
back - it was simply DElightful...with a capital DE. In any case, 
this is my take on the election situation as it sits now. Please read 
it - it pertains to Jello on a national level. 

[THIS GUY RAMBLES ON FOR 600 WORDS. I AM NOT 
KIDDING. 600 FUCKING WORDS. 600! IF YOU WANT TO 
READ THE ENTIRE TEXT, EMAIL US AND WE’LL 
FORWARD IT TO YOU] 

Thank you, again, for printing such an endlessly bitter and sarcastic 
paper - E3W print day is the highlight of my ...well not my month, 
exactly, but ....well its the highlight of my every three-week period 
of...or - yes. Thanks for good three week paper. 

Thanks for enjoying our paper; glad we ’re cheering you up. Six 
hundred words earn you a bumper sticker, but there’s got to be 
easier ways... you could kill for it or something. 

-Ed. 


Got an opinion? 

Email us at 

threeweeks.letters @ umich.edu 



EDITORS / STAFF WRITERS 


Brian 

Cook 


Amol 

Parulekar 


LAYOUT / DESIGN EDITOR 


Mike 

Chu 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


Paul 

Malewitz 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


Mark 

Ostroth 


Raffi Najarian, Mike Austin, 
David Richter, Nathaniel Williams, 
Rich Cantley, Chris Kammerer, 
Brian Clarke, Adam Burrows, 
Eric Thrane, Kate Eakin 
Kevin Maun, Courtney Young 

ARTS STAFF 

Carl P. Grant, Jason Ide, 

John Zwinck, Kevin Meyer. 
Andrew de los Reyes 































Features 


5 


The E3W Guide To Christmas Shopping 


As you read this, the people that care about you are out in 
the malls of the world trying to make you happy. Yes, 
they’ve taken up their machetes and have hacked their 
way through a forest of humanity until their bloody trail 
has lead them to that Pervert Furby you so desperately 
want. So, when they show up on Christmas Eve drenched 
in blood and holding a pathetic electronic toy, you ’d better 
have something damn good if you’d like to avoid a 
gruesome holiday desecration even worse than the new 
version of How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Herein we 
offer our tips to successfidly pretending that you care about 
people. 

When people give you stuff, they generally expect 
something back. This is most unfortunate, but must be dealt 
with if you are going to continue receiving stuff. The goal 
of this whole operation is to maximize your Net Gift 
Income; we explore various ways to minimize your Gift 
Expenses here. Maximizing Gross Gift Income is a 
dangerous exercise in manipulation and is only for 
advanced bastards. Consult your local gold digger for tips. 
Homemade Gifts were fine when you were six, because 
you were cute and poor. Now you are hairy, and thus you 
must spend far too much money on gifts even though you 
are still poor. Attempting to pass off a construction-paper 
Christmas tree ornament will simply no longer work, even 
if you glue macaroni to it. 

Instead, why don’t you try Ancient Things From Your 
Parents’ Basement? Kitsch is in, especially for your 
shallow art school friends who like to pretend they have a 
sense of irony. A quick trip to your parents’ basement will 
probably turn up a plethora of ridiculously stupid things 
you can give to your friends. Eight-tracks of “Peter 
Frampton Comes Alive,” hemp necklaces, platform shoes 
and years of old Playboys should be standard in any 
relatively dumb baby boomer’s “shame closet.” If you’re 
lucky, you may even stumble across some seriously aged 
pot. 

Of course, some of our parents were dangerously square 



even in the sixties. Or perhaps you raided the shame closet 
last year. This calls for Plan B, Stuff You No Longer Want 
To Own. This stuff is similar to ancient parent things, 
except the kitsch is 80s instead of 60s. Sure, 
“Technotronic” was cool once, but that was back when 
everyone was wearing inflatable shoes. Now it’s just a 
pain in the ass to drag from residence to residence. Give it 
away, along with all your tapes of hair metal bands, and 
your friends with horrible taste will worship you forever. 
Some of us have friends with taste, however. These are 


the worst kind of friends to shop for, because shopping 
for them often entails purchasing, or at least shoplifting, 
something. Often, they will have girlfriends or boyfriends, 
which makes splitting a hooker a difficult proposition. 
These are truly desperate straits. There’s really no way to 
get a neato present from them without offering Something 
You Actually Shelled Cash Out For in return. This will 
entail either going to the mall or purchasing something 
ridiculous on E-bay. We recommend the latter, as strange 
things are always impressive, no matter how utterly shitty 
they are. 

As an example, take two friends, call them “Mike” and 
“Amol,” who are purchasing gifts for a third friend, 
“Brian.” Mike gets Brian a Sweater From Some Hip 
Store. Brian vaguely appreciates this, because his 
wardrobe is reminiscent of a homeless person’s. Amol, 
however, hops on E-bay and gets Brian an Authentic 19th- 
Century Russian Wooden Spoon. No one Brian knows 
has an authentic 19th-century Russian wooden spoon, and 
this pleases him greatly, because he is an idiot. Anyone 
lucky enough to have taste will probably be an idiot; it’s a 
probability thing. 

Intelligent, tasteful friends will, thankfully, be a true 
rarity. And, since they will soon discover that you are 
neither tasteful nor intelligent and thus not want to be 
friends any more, you can play an extra-special trick on 
them. Tell them that their Super Mysterious Neato Gift 
is in the mail and won’t come until after the new year 
because its unbelievable coolness is in violation of several 
US Customs regulations and your black market contacts 
are smuggling it through Madagascar. Then get him to 
give you your present. If he ever asks about the Neato 
Gift again, ask him if he’s been drinking again and 
playfully hit him in the chest. Repeat until he discovers 
the truth and then move to Madagascar. The irony will 
make your friend think about the Zen of life and dull his 
white-hot rage enough so that he does not attempt to follow 
you and kill you, even if he has an already-bloodied 
machete handy. 


E3W Guide to Lesser-Known Winter Holidays 


We’re all familiar with the big winter holidays - 
Christmas, Hanukah, Bob Mitzke’s annual Chili Roast, 
Thanksgiving - but there are many important holidays 
that go largely unnoticed. Ignorance is bliss, but 
norance is the best medicine (for bliss). So read on. 

December is Native American History Month Day. 

A holiday with a long and curious history. The month 
was promised to Native American civil rights leaders 
on July 18, 1905. On July 19, 1905, Congress, with 
their “only use the skin of the buffalo” mentality, 
decided that Native Americans only needed a day to 
celebrate the one month given to them. To fit within 
the time allotted, Native Americans officials have 
condensed the past two hundred years of their history 
into “Never trust the white man’s treaty.” 

Fourth of July in December. With the success of such 
Hallmark holidays as “Christmas in July” and “New 
Years in January,” the one-hit-wonder fireworks 
industry resolved to hop on the bandwagon. The new 
holiday is planned for December 25 so it can fill the 
empty space between the two biggest winter holidays, 
Thanksgiving and a December 31 celebration that asked 


to remain anonymous. Manufacturers are planning 
special winter-themed fireworks like “Mount St. 
Hellthatsbright” and “Carnegie’s Anachronistic 
Sparking Steel Mill.” 

Ramadan. In terms of religion, possibly the most 
important time of the year for 1.2 billion Muslims 
worldwide. “[Ramadan is] the month in which was 
sent down the Qur’an, as a guide to mankind, also 
clear signs for guidance and judgment between right 
and wrong. So every one of you who is present at 
his home during that month should spend it in 
fasting.” (Qur'an 2:185) 

Kwanzaa II: The Revenge. A misguided attempt to 
capitalize on the popular peace- and unity-loving 
holiday. Jesse Jackson described “The Revenge” as “a 
sequel steeped in falsity, a crime against our humanity, 
the cause of my latest cavity, Isaac Newton discovered 
gravity.” Its founders, however, billed the holiday as 
“The story of a man in search of his roots. All he needs 
is his bike, his girl, and four hundred pounds of plastic 
explosives. If only the Man would let him buy them.” 


Jimmy Dean Presents Hanukah. Everyone knows 
Hanukah, but few are aware of its current majority 
shareholder. Earlier this year, Jimmy Dean Heretical Pork 
Products™ acquired exclusive sponsorship rights to the 
eight days of Hanukah. Rabbi Rayzel Davis, who closed 
the deal, stated that Jews all around the world should 
appreciate the “down-home country goodness of Jimmy 
Dean sausage,” now the traditional meal of Hanukah. 
Many rabbis have responded to the news with sudden 
cardiac arrest, but those with more enthusiasm have 
invested heavily in personal firearms. 
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Other News 


CANCER 

continued from page 1 

claimed that “the evidence presented thus 
far is purely circumstantial.” 

“The management of the New York 
Times will swear under oath that large 
headlines do not, have not, and will never 
cause cancer,” Borowitz continued. “More¬ 
over, all reports that the New York Times 
has been ‘spiking’ its newspapers with big¬ 
ger headlines to keep people reading are 
completely preposterous. Headlines are a 
safe byproduct of our all-natural newspa¬ 
per harvesting and curing process. If you 
have any other questions about the satisfy¬ 
ing, smooth-reading, low-tar articles of the 
New York Times call our toll-free subscrip¬ 
tion line today! Otherwise, talk to our law¬ 
yers.” 

In a separate interview, Beetle Bailey 
creator Mort Walker expressed similar sen¬ 
timents. “This accusation is not only slan¬ 
derous,” he said, “but simply absurd. I 
know Beetle Bailey like I know myself, and 
Beetle Bailey does not cause cancer.” 

However, when asked about the carci¬ 
nogenic effects of the portly, irascible Ser¬ 
geant Snorkel, Walker curtly replied, “No 
comment.” 


GOD 

continued from page 2 

the Lake of Fire, “since damned souls out¬ 
weigh the righteous ones about 100,000 to 
1. Really, I think if it weren’t for that whole 
vendetta we have going, He probably 
would have done this much sooner.” 

Despite the poor timing, God remains 
enthusiastic about the plan, even de¬ 
scribing it in detail: “This is what’s go¬ 
ing to go down: I figure I’ll send the Kid 
down to earth around the 26 th . He’d go ear¬ 
lier but We’re kinda having a bash for His 
big 2-0-0-0. The next day, He’ll make His 
second coming, and then, bam, the big 
show starts! It’s going to RULE!” 

Despite God’s enthusiasm for the com¬ 
ing Apocalypse, the Son of Man has ex¬ 
pressed his doubts about the plan. “It’s not 
every day You turn 2000, You know,” He 
said. “I have a feeling that there will be 
quite a party—water into wine, all-you-can- 
eat fish, the whole nine yards—and when I 
get a hangover I feel like I’ve been dead 
for three days. Especially if Saint Bill, 
Patron Saint of Hazing, makes me do 
2000 shots.” 

And it’s not just lesus who has His 
doubts about God’s Divine Plan. “It’s go¬ 
ing to be insane,” Saint Peter complained 
from the Pearly Gates of Paradise. “Do you 
have any idea how much work I’m going 
to have to do next month? Fuck!” 


FORD 

continued from page 2 

Work-enablers at Ford hope that this 
new investment will push Ford ahead of 
other large companies in buzzword tech¬ 
nology. “I once worked with a guy at GM 
who had a whole list of these foreign 
phrases like ‘digitized synthetic sensitiv¬ 
ity’ and ‘mechanized robotic telemetry,”’ 
said former GM employee Jessica Tilburn, 
now a “valued asset” at Ford. “We would 
spend so much time trying to reverse engi¬ 
neer the core behind those ideas. It was a 
reality check for me. Now we’re planning 
on forgetting the past and forging ahead in 
the hopes that the future will be better than 
the past. Some people may find that im¬ 
pressive, but here at Ford it’s job one.” 

Critics of the plan have asserted that words 
like “organizationalability,” “empowerification,” 
and “supercalifragilisticexparadigm” make 
the people saying them sound like noted 
dyslexic George W. Bush, but Anderson 
thinks that is a cheap shot. “Just because 
Governor Bush left the end off of 
‘subliminablerrifc’ doesn’t mean that he’s 
incapable of the country,” he said. “After 
all, Reagan thought he was a hotdog for 
the last three years of his presidency and 
he still killed communism. Bush seems 
quite in line with the current business prac¬ 
tice of utilization of the ridiculously incom¬ 
prehensible sentence paradigm.” 

Ford’s plans also include streamlining 
product deployment and moving forward 
across the board. “What we’re creating here 
is a whole new paradigm that will hope¬ 
fully eliminate any initial stratification 
within the organization,” Anderson said. 

He also reassured the press that what¬ 
ever changes made would not only deliver 
value to consumers but would also have 
long term “visonability.” “Ford is a com¬ 
munity-minded company deeply commit¬ 
ted to securing the promise of America for 
our children, and our children’s children,” 
he said. “Improving the look and feel our 
company is on our critical path. We plan to 
focus, focus, and refocus on the scenarios 
to make our new Mission Statement state 
of the art. Once we take ownership and le¬ 
verage our collective inner strength. We can 
make it happen. It’s a win-win situation.” 

Want to 
advertise in 
our paper? 

email: 

threeweeks.ads@umich.edu 


Not Enough Ass 



Sorry, we weren't able to find any more pictures of Fidel Castro 
playing ping-pong. 
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Holiday Fear: 

NIN Has A Holly, Jolly, Hellish Christmas CD 



Merry Christmas, from Nine Inch Nails 


Down The Wretched Christmas Tree, 

Nine Inch Nails 

Following the tradition of Harry Connick 
Jr., Kenny Rogers, and Kathie Lee Gifford, 
another musical icon has thrown its hat into 
the arena of Christmas-themed CDs. This 
time, front man Trent Reznor is leading his 
hard rock band Nine Inch Nails onto ground 
which initially appears to be unsteady, but 
ends up being nothing less than a surefire 
yuletide classic. 

Released only a few weeks following 
their new remix compilation Things Fall¬ 
ing Apart and shortly before Christmas, 
many hard core fans have dismissed the CD 
as a cheap attempt to cash in on the holi¬ 
day with a hastily put together album. But, 
l ik e the Florida retirees who thought they 
voted for our current Vice-President, they 
could not be more wrong. 

Down the Wretched Christmas Tree is 
an interesting mixture of modified classics 
with a NIN twist and over 30 minutes of 
original music inspired by the season. The 


CD starts off with an apparently innocu¬ 
ous acoustic version of “Jingle Bells” 
whose steady beat’s only accompaniment 
is that of actual jingling bells. Shortly there¬ 
after, a dramatic pause ushers in the wails 
of the electric guitars and sound effects one 
expects from any Reznor EP. 

The normally cheery holiday season 
doesn’t stint the band’s usual mix of rage, 
angst, carnality and outright hateful spite. 
In fact, the haunting lyrical poetry enters 
at the start of the second verse of Jingle 
Bells when we hear Reznor’s inventive li¬ 
bretto take center stage: “Running through 
the waste / in a hate-filled empty life / all 
the death I know / crying all the way / Hang¬ 
ing from the grave / the void sucks in my 
brain / my solitude life / fills me up with 
pain.” The rugged, somewhat vapid lyrics 
add to the irony of a hard rock Christmas 
CD. 

Although the CD title suggests an ex¬ 
clusive Christmas theme, the album does 
address the other holidays of the season in 
songs like Decaying Chanakuh Flesh, 
Ramadan Mishap, and Closer To: Kwanzaa 
2257. The use of painfully low, poignant 


techno beats with the hard core industrial 
mix he helped pioneer in the mid-90s helps 
reinforce the pain and loneliness the holi¬ 
days bring upon Trent and thousands of 
other people. 

Reznor’s anguish becomes even more 
apparent in the disk’s final track, Little 
Starfuckers of Bethlehem Inc. Hard hitting 
metal bass combined with the haunting 
melodies of the Swiss handbell choir and a 
chorus of small children synthesize to cre¬ 
ate a vast musical wasteland where the ab¬ 


sence of lyrics or “traditional song mak¬ 
ing” only punctuates this three minute and 
twenty-eight second tale of winter depres¬ 
sion. It is a cathartic exploration of Trent’s 
Judeo-Christian beliefs that conflict with 
his tough as nails music genre. As the 
album’s final chapter, it serves as a re¬ 
minder that, track for track, Down the 
Wretched Christmas Tree is certainly worth 
its retail price. 


SNL Releases "Death List 2001" 

Carvey, Morris Slated To Die Hilarious Deaths 

LIVE FROM NEW YORK—At a somber 


press conference last Tuesday, Lome 
Michaels released the names of the former 
Saturday Night Live cast members who will 
die sometime during 2001. Dana Carvey 
and Garret Morris will both tragically die 
before their time, in the best tradition of 
dozens of former SNL cast members like 
Gilda Radner, John Belushi, and Phil 
Hartman. 

“We will miss them both,” lamented 
Michaels, producer of the 26-year-old 
sometimes-funny sketch comedy show. 
“This is the sort of thing that makes me 
wish that I hadn’t made that deal with Sa¬ 
tan, you know. Is keeping my show on the 
air really worth this much suffering?” 

Michaels then seemed to ponder the na¬ 
ture of his unholy pact for a moment. “First 
he makes me hire Cheri Oteri, and now 
this?” he muttered. “If only I had some¬ 
how known that Satan was evil. If only.” 

When reporters questioned the ability 
of Michaels to carry out his dark master’s 
wishes, he admitted that Carvey and Mor¬ 
ris are healthy, non-drug-addicted individu¬ 
als, which might force SNL to “help Death 
out.” 

“Induced suicide is always an option,” 
he said. “I’ll just make ‘em watch a few 
‘Spartan Spirit’ sketches. If that doesn’t 
work I’ll just find someone to kill them. 


People will do anything I say. I mean once 
when I was high I said maybe we could 
build movies around the Mary Katherine 
Gallager and Ladies’ Man sketches—and 
look what happened.” 

Current and former cast members, while 
all deeply impacted by the announcement, 
had varied reactions upon hearing the an¬ 
nouncement. A devastated Chris Kattan 
assumed an angry, ape-like persona and fled 
to his locker room, devouring various food 
products in his path and amusing no one. 
Meanwhile, former Weekend Update an¬ 
chor Colin Quinn attempted to make light 
of the story. After reporters failed to react 
in a positive manner he insulted their intel¬ 
ligence and mumbled a remark about 
Monica Lewinsky. 

Current anchor Tina Fay laughed before 
making a comment that sounded better dur¬ 
ing the writers’ meeting. 

MichaeFs decision has also inspired 
much debate in the entertainment commu¬ 
nity. Television activist Flora Stinson was 
appalled. “Sure, the swift ends of Dana 
Carvey and Garret Morris would solve 
some problems and look good politically 
she said, “but this plan of action just side¬ 
steps the major issues. It’s about time we 
extend the reach of Lome Michael’s fin¬ 
gers of death toward the root of our 
troubles, allowing him to eliminate magi¬ 


cian David Copperfield and Rita Sever, host 
of NBC’s Friday Night.” 

Stinson also claims that for the SNL 
death plan to rekindle its past success some¬ 
one actually popular must die. “Maybe they 
could knock off Alec Baldwin, Tom Hanks, 
or John Goodman,” she said. “Even though 
they weren’t cast they’re always around. 
I’m sure they’ve done enough guest spots 
for that big-ratings tribute show.” 

The human-lives-for-ratings-plan, while 
nothing new in the television industry, has 
prompted the FOX network to take action 
in an effort to maintain to maintain its lead 
as America’s most tasteless commercial 
broadcaster. The network has offered to pay 
Carvey $1,000,000 if he’ll play a racist 
Asian stereotype and allow former mil¬ 
lionaire bride Darva Conger to execute 
him on live TV beside the Vietnam War 
Memorial. 

When asked for comment, Carvey at¬ 
tempted to weasel his way out of his death 
sentence by zinging reporters with a bar¬ 
rage of catch phrases and pretending he was 
George Bush. “Killing Dana’s bad,” he 
said, “it’s bad! Wouldn’t be prudent.” 

However, after realizing the bit had got¬ 
ten old eight years ago he shamefully low¬ 
ered his head and followed Lome’s hench¬ 
men to his ‘medical cell.’ 


ASIANS 

continued from page 1 

December 27 th just to get into the holi¬ 
day spirit,” said Engineering senior Brian 
Yu. “But then I realized that it’s like how 
Christians pretend to go to church every 
year so they can take off of work and go 
skiing in Colorado for the rest of the 
week. For winter fun like that I’ll even 
pretend to like egg rolls!” 

Christian Asians are especially excited 
about potentially receiving two sets of 
holiday gifts. “I already celebrate Christ¬ 
mas,” said Ching. “The addition of 
Grundel allows us to double our winter 
holidays, just like black Christians or 
those Jews for Jesus. Now I can get two 
sets of tight white T-shirts and black 
pants.” 

Grundel’s organizing committee is 
beginning a search for a significant spiritual 
event that Asians can pretend happened some 
December 27 th long ago. Proposals can 
be submitted until December 16 th . “It’s 
suggested that the event have some sort of 
quasi-religious significance,” said Ching. “It 
would be nice if it provided some plausible 
reason for being excessively materialistic. At 
least that way we’ll have more of an excuse 
than everyone else.” 
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